Editors’ Association of Canada National Conference, Toronto, June 2009
FORGING A PARTNERSHIP: EDITORS AND WRITERS WORKING TOGETHER
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What is the key to good author-editor relations?

Easy answer

The real answer is far more complex and nuanced, with many “depends”

Let’s analyze the tasks: What does each require for your author and your client? 
copy editing

substantive / structural editing

stylistic editing

Now let’s turn to the clients: they have very different needs and demands
trade publishers

scholarly publishers

professional publishers

governments / corporations 

educational publishers

private clients

publisher-driven projects

What do authors really want from their editors?

Given this discussion, do we need to redefine the role of the editor?
