New Directions for Certification


EAC’s certification program will change when the revised Professional Editorial Standards (PES) come into effect on January 1, 2010. 

Unlike the four-part PES-1999, the five-part PES-2009 separates structural editing and stylistic editing: A. The Fundamentals of Editing, B. Structural Editing, C. Stylistic Editing, D. Copy Editing and E. Proofreading. To accommodate this and other changes, the Elementary Knowledge of the Publishing Process test will be eliminated from the testing framework and each of the four skill area tests will include questions about the publishing process. 
	Certification under PES-1999

(in effect until December 31, 2009)
	Certification under PES-2009

(in effect January 1, 2010)

	Four tests offered: 

· Structural and Stylistic Editing

· Copy Editing

· Proofreading

· Elementary Knowledge of the Publishing Process
	Four tests offered:

· Structural Editing 

· Stylistic Editing

· Copy Editing

· Proofreading

	Candidate must pass two tests to be certified in one area: a test in that area plus the Elementary Knowledge of the Publishing Process test.
	Candidate must pass one test to be certified in one area: each test includes Fundamentals questions and tasks.

	Candidate must pass four tests in ten years to become a Certified Professional Editor (CPE). 
	Candidate must pass four tests in ten years to become a Certified Professional Editor (CPE).


Advantages for candidates

The four tests based on PES-2009 will not differ dramatically from tests based on PES-1999. All tests will include short-answer questions and at least one passage. Candidates will benefit from being able to 

· Demonstrate their understanding of the publishing process in the context of each skill area 

· Obtain a credential in one skill area by taking one test—a vast improvement over the current requirement to take two tests

· Pay one test fee rather than two test fees to earn one credential

· Continue to earn the CPE credential by passing four tests

· Receive full credit for credentials already obtained
After the changeover, candidates will also benefit from a number of improvements to certification, including the opportunity to learn more about their test results if they do not pass. Find out more in August 2009 when new information is posted at www.editors.ca/certification/index.html. 
 Key Dates: November 2009 to November 2012

November 2009: Last opportunity to write any tests based on PES-1999 (Elementary Knowledge of the Publishing Process, Proofreading, Structural and Stylistic Editing) 

January 2010: Revised standards—PES-2009—in effect

June 2010: New Proofreading and Copy Editing study guides available 

November 2010: Two of four tests based on PES-2009 offered for the first time (Proofreading and Copy Editing)

June 2011: New Stylistic Editing study guide available 

November 2011: Third of four tests based on PES-2009 offered for the first time (Stylistic Editing)

June 2012: New Structural Editing study guide available

November 2012: Fourth of four tests based on PES-2009 offered for the first time (Structural Editing)
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